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Some ideas for a city-based programme to promote
urban agriculture
Pornima Buddhivant
Like most metropolitan cities, Mumbai is home to a productive tertiary sector, and
the economy that it generates ensures its growth. There are several such areas
under the city economy that if an attempt is made could be turned into a gold mine.
At the same time, it needs to be accompanied by livelihood opportunities that are
appropriate, purposive, and well-founded and can trace the exact opportunity in
that area regarding the economy.

The population of cities in India continues to expand exponentially. It
is predicted that by 2050, 55% of Indians will be living in urban areas.
With the growth of the city, the requirements of its people also
increase, often to an extent that enormous pressure is exerted on
natural resources to meet this demand. Urban Agriculture is seen to
have the potential for cities to have at least some measure of food
security and livelihood. It allows the integration of farming techniques
to produce fresh and organic food in very limited urban areas like
terraces, balconies, near railway tracks, and open plots, all year-round.
Like most metropolitan cities, Mumbai is home to a productive tertiary
sector, and the economy that it generates ensures its growth. There
are several such areas under the city economy that if an attempt is
made could be turned into a gold mine. At the same time, it needs to
be accompanied by livelihood opportunities that are appropriate,
purposive, and well-founded and can trace the exact opportunity in
that area regarding the economy. Here are some ideas to help devise
an integrated approach to urban farmers' livelihood options through
economic & socio-cultural development via Urban Agriculture. The
objective is to encourage participatory planning, upholding skill
development & enhancement, better resource use, the revival of
culture, and ensuring a secondary source of income. The hope is that
this will lead to the economic and socio-cultural development of a
neighbourhood by taking the Urban farmer as a main focal point to
address the possibility of using Urban farming to create sustainable
livelihood and develop guidelines for a similar kind of process in any
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neighbourhood around the city.

SOURCE: GOOGLE

The proposed plan will use a participatory, interactive, planning-based
approach and is centred around the following ideas:
Encouraging participatory planning: A community will be able to
reach a given socio-economic goal by consciously diagnosing its
problems and charting a course of action to resolve those problems
viz. quality of the environment, neighbourhood, economic
development, availability of resources, and green spaces.
Uphold Skill Development & Enhancement: Appropriate skill
development will ensure the sustainable development of the
neighbourhood as a whole through the means of sustenance of its
resource base, technologies & in turn its economy through
products.
Better Resource use: The main lag of the system is that it
perceives the community as an empty vessel to be filled in. The city
community has a set of indigenous knowledge and resources that
should be taken into account while channelizing their livelihood.
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Promoting traditional wisdom: By utilising indigenous knowledge
systems, a sustainable model will emerge that utilises
agroecological methods.

SOURCE: GOOGLE

Ensuring Secondary source of income: With a sustainable model
in place, urban agriculture can become a secondary source of
income and also become a preferred choice for the youth.
Improve relation between architecture and urban agriculture:
Many times, architecture can also hinder the practice of farming
but in cities, urban agriculture can be integrated into the modern
designs and be practised on terraces & balconies.
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STRATEGIES & STAGES OF PROGRAM:
The purpose of the Urban Agriculture livelihood Strategy and stages of
the program is to look at the Urban development of the city and,
together integrate the local communities into the neighbourhood
network of the city. This will be underpinned by:
Study the urban ways of life- It is important to carefully analyze
connections between all neighbourhoods of the region, as they
provide insight into the availability of services, employment
opportunities, and lifestyle of local communities. This can also help
strengthen community relations and the urban farming network.
Understanding the needs of the people and communities to
help understand how in years to come, the people can contribute
to the region and better serve local needs.
Considering needs, including housing needs of different
community groups and different incomes for sustainable
architectural planning.
An integrated approach to land use and efficient provision of
services and infrastructure will help to enhance the economy.
Identifying options for improved local connections between the
neighbourhood. The role of each neighbourhood in the regional
network is defined through strategic planning which involves local
government and communities.
Building the infrastructure with the participation of the
community.
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