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People ’s  Resource Centre (PRC)  is  a  project  of  India Institute for Critical
Action Centre in Movement (CACIM)  and i t  has emerged from discussions
and interact ions among social  workers,  engaged scholars ,  communit ies and
cit izens defending their  commons and advocat ing for  a di f ferent ,  people-
centr ic  model  of  ‘development ’ .  The need for  support  organisat ions and
resource centres is  an idea often voiced by the groups and networks try ing
to implement the government schemes,  r ights-based legis lat ions or
art iculat ing new demands from the State.  

PRC members have been involved with many such networks and al l iances in
the country and are thus try ing to ful f i l  this  demand.  The dominant
paradigm of  development and “modernity”  which translates concretely  into
the construct ion of  mega infrastructures projects  and subsequent land &
ocean grabbing,  massive displacements,  the destruct ion of  the
environment,  commodif icat ion of  the commons,  or  in urban areas in the
gentr i f icat ion of  c i t ies and privat izat ion of  publ ic  space,  is  throwing up new
chal lenges for  us in the l ight  of  the unfolding c l imate cr is is .  Thus,  we
intend to work towards bui lding alternat ive thinking on the development
model  and s imultaneously  coming up with ideas,  concepts,  solut ions which
wi l l  prepare communit ies to deal  with the consequences of  the cr is is ,
result ing in irregular  weather patterns,  increased natural  disasters ,
disrupt ions in crop cycles and so on.    

In  a t ime of  increased regressive thinking on the environment and
sustainabi l i ty  over the push for  unl imited growth at  the cost  of  pro-people
init iat ives and massive transformation of  terr i tor ies ,  we need to make an
effort  not  only  to stop those,  but  a lso to take a step-back from day to day
react ions and invest  t ime to think,  ref lect ,  nurture exchanges,  contr ibute to
elaborate alternat ives and faci l i tate people ’s  genuine control  over
decis ion-making processes,  formulat ion of  publ ic  pol ic ies and
accountabi l i ty/respect  of  their  r ights.  I t  is  essent ia l  to address these
trends in a systematic  and hol ist ic  way,  going beyond tradit ional
dichotomies:  rural/urban,  conservat ion/ inclusion,  scholar  expert ise/c i t izen
knowledge,  resistance/alternat ive or  observat ion/part ic ipat ion,  to name a
few.  No doubt i t  is  an ambit ious plan but a lot  of  resources are already
there with social  movements,  communit ies ,  act iv ists  and scholars.

ABOUT PEOPLE’S RESOURCE CENTRE
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PRC intends to bui ld condit ions and infrastructures so that  a  fa irer ,  better
system emerges out of  the exist ing one.  Apart  from conduct ing act ion-
oriented research and community- level  intervent ions,  PRC publ ishes
resource materia l  on pol i t ics  of  resource appropriat ion.  PRC is  a lso
working towards republ ishing a ser ies of  forgotten/ less-known texts  of
relevance to contemporary movements.

 
PRC is  a CATALYST in the process of  social  transformation

MISSION 
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Monitor and Watch

PRC is  developing a knowledge hub,  a  platform for col lect ing exist ing data
and research on pol ic ies and projects  related to appropriat ion of
resources,  conf l icts  and agitat ions around control  over resources,  and
implementat ion and manipulat ion of  laws governing these developments.
Researchers at  PRC consol idates such knowledge,  analyse and put their
efforts  into making the knowledge accessible to a large audience.  

 Research and Documentation

PRC conducts pr imary research on emerging pol icy  issues,  methodological
approaches and less discussed issues of  systemic nature.  Research work at
PRC l ies  at  the intersect ion of  democrat izat ion of  access to resources,
l ivel ihood,  gender,  qual i ty  of  l i fe ,  sel f -rel iance,  local izat ion and
decentral izat ion-  a l l  geared towards bui lding alternat ive models  and
imaginat ions of  organiz ing society.  Research work at  PRC is  planned
col lect ively  and part ic ipat ively ,  and i t  a lways aims to generate such
research outputs that  can only support  people ’s  knowledge,  not
appropriate i t .

Public Outreach and Knowledge Dissemination

PRC disseminates information through i ts  website ,  social  media accounts,
newsletters ,  papers,  art ic les ,  books and booklets-  a l l  of  them under
creat ive commons l icence so as to ease universal  access to PRC’s
contr ibut ions.  Seminars,  publ ic  events,  i t inerant workshops/sharing
sessions and digi ta l  contr ibut ions are some of  the ways we share the
knowledge and give i t  back to people to remain accountable to them. We
wil l  a lso pay attent ion to involve young act iv ists  and researchers in order
to nurture a cross-generat ional  learning experience.
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Support to Movements

PRC is  a  companion of  people ’s  movements and i ts  contr ibut ions are aimed
at extending sol idar i ty  with the disadvantaged,  providing tools  for  f ight ing
injust ice and experimenting with alternat ives at  the community level .
Cult ivat ing the necessary ski l ls  within movements is  cr i t ical  which is  why
we invest  in long-term capabi l i ty  bui lding of  communit ies and catalyse the
process of  them becoming pol i t ical ly  autonomous.



These are the core values that  we have adopted to guide us during the long
journey that  awaits .  This  array of  ideas is  the sole moral  compass to keep
our col lect ive thinking in an order even in the most chaotic  s i tuat ions and
in the most complex di lemmas.

PHILOSOPHY
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Justice with Freedom

Class,  Caste and gender hierarchies are structural  and histor ical ly
inst i tut ional ized.  PRC is  committed to f ight ing these structures of  power
and to bui lding inst i tut ions for  l iberat ion of  a l l .  Internal  organiz ing of  PRC
is  a lso exemplary of  i ts  phi losophy and our workplace is  organized
horizontal ly  wherein members from diverse backgrounds can and do
part ic ipate freely  in every stage of  i ts  act iv i t ies-  from inception and
planning to execut ion and presentat ion.

Non-violent Direct Democracy

PRC envisages people ’s  direct  control  over management of  col lect ive
resources and,  thereby,  of  their  social  l ives through the methods of  non-
violent  of  agitat ion and democrat ic  pref igurat ion.  As Murray Bookchin had
judic iously  remarked -  “Power to the people can only be put into pract ice
when the power exercised by social  e l i tes is  dissolved into the people.”

Evolutionary Learning, Experimentative Praxis and Extensional
Solidarity

PRC does not  subscr ibe to any pol i t ical ,  phi losophical  or  cultural
orthodoxies.  Str ict ly  guided by i ts  other two principal  values,  PRC wi l l
update and evolve i ts  theoret ical  posit ion by regular  exchanges of
knowledge and opinion among i ts  members and fr iends.  Experimentat ive
praxis  is  essent ia l ly  about attempting the “ impossible”  and discovering the
“unthinkable” ,  and i t  wi l l  support  ‘act ionable research’ ,  the underl ined
object ive of  PRC.  ‘Extensional  sol idar i ty ’  conveys the idea of  how PRC’s
act iv i t ies should ideal ly  conclude.  Research,  discussions and other
act iv i t ies of  PRC aim to act ivate the process of  spheres of  sol idar i ty  being
continuously  extended to the extent that  a  counter-power starts  to
emerge.



PROGRAMMES

6People's  Resource Centre | prcindia. in

Climate Justice 

While the c l imate change and the consequent threats on existence of  l i fe
on earth are now gett ing wider attent ion,  the issue of  just ice in the c l imate
act ion remains most ly  s ide- l ined.  People ’s  Resource Centre is  generat ing
and spreading knowledge on c l imate just ice-  not  only  with a post-colonial
g lobal  south perspect ive but a lso derived from an intersect ional  approach
that  is  sensit ive to the condit ions of  vulnerable social  groups including
women,  chi ldren,  indigenous people,  Dal i ts ,  f isherfolks ,  pastoral ists ,  smal l
farmers and tenant farmers,  and so on.

Infrastructure

While a lot  has been researched about land issues and the land relat ions
has been explored and continues to get  explored by academicians,
journal ists  and c iv i l  society actors ,  an in depth understanding of  land
acquis i t ion processes and pract ices is  needed.  With changing land relat ions
and developments surrounding land laws i t  is  of  immense importance to
see how land acquis i t ion is  being performed in everyday affairs  by land
acquis i t ion and revenue bureaucracy.

Urban Futures

We synthesize the ideas and scholar ly  research on alternat ive models  of
development,  systematize the state of  the art ,  update theories with recent
f indings in the global  south region,  and publ ish cohesive proposals  and
commentaries to help create condit ions wherein egal i tar ian and resi l ient
urban systems can take shape.



The r ivers have been the key faci l i tators of  urbanisat ion.  River  and i ts
ecosystem provide resources which are essent ia l  for  the existence of  c i t ies.
But ,  rapid and haphazard urbanisat ion in the modern India has happened
at the cost  of  ecological  f low of  r ivers which have become sink for  sewage
and chemical  eff luents.  I t  is  i ronical  that  the r ivers which gave birth to
most ancient  c i t ies are dying because of  overgrowth of  urban centres.  The
quest ion real ly  is  whether i t  is  possible to bui ld and sustain c i t ies without
encroaching upon the r ights of  and ki l l ing the r ivers.  

Var ious state governments are planning for  r iver  management/
redevelopment/rejuvenat ion plan.  These projects  straighten and narrow
down the r iver  channel  by concret isat ion on the r iver  bank and pose heavy
risk of  urban f looding,  hindrance to groundwater discharge and disrupt ion
in local  hydrological  cycle.  The r iverfront development projects  commonly
include construct ion of  concrete embankments,  promenades,  i rr igat ion-
intensive parks,  mult i -storey residentia l  complexes and car parking spaces
by ravaging the natural  space of  the r iver.  Central  Government is  moving
forward with the Urban River Management Plan prepared by Nit i  Aayog
which wi l l  lead to transfer  of  management of  urban stretch of  var ious
r ivers into the hands of  governments and private corporat ions and wi l l
d ispossess the communit ies which are dependent on and have been
defending the r iver  for  centuries.  

This  is  the departure point  of  ongoing research and act ion by People ’s
Resource Centre on River-City  Relat ionship project .  We are studying the
environmental  impacts ,  including the damage to the crucial  ecosystem that
homes vast  biodiversi ty  of  f lora and fauna along with support ing natural
processes,  chances of  escalat ing extreme weather events such as f lash
f loods and droughts,  the l ikely  loss of  l ivel ihood,  shelter ,  culture and
knowledge of  the communit ies which depended on the r iver.

PROJECTS
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Harmonising River-City Relationship

Aim

To present a comprehensive understanding of  the impacts of  the
riverfront development in selected case study c i t ies ,  
To ini t iate a discussion around the f indings of  the research in publ ic
discourse and create publ ic  awareness regarding this  



Three f ie ld v is i ts  were conducted at  di f ferent t ime intervals  to interact  with
communit ies ,  researchers,  act iv ists  in Patna and Ahmedabad to learn from
them their  v iews on Patna and Sabarmati  Riverfront.  In an exploratory v is i t
to the Patna r iverfront in the month of  January 2021,  the research team
interacted with local  people and researchers to understand their  v iew of
the project .  The research team covered the ent ire stretch of  r iverfront
project  (22 k i lometres)  from Digha to Deedarganj .  
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Activities Conducted 

People's  Resource Centre ini t iated the study on r iver-c i ty  relat ions,  start ing
with the r iverfront project  in Patna and Ahmedabad,  in January 2021.  F ie ld
excursions were conducted by our research team and we have publ ished
reports  and art ic les in media based on the prel iminary f indings.  A webinar
was also organized to col lect  experiences from various groups and people
working on r iver-related issues in di f ferent c i t ies.

Riverfront Development in Patna

I t  gave a fa ir  idea of  the actual  condit ion of  the r iverfront and unravel led
discrepancies related to land ownership,  compensat ion,  rehabi l i tat ion and
other c la ims mentioned in the Environmental  Impact  Assessment report  of
the project  and the condit ions on the ground.  The interact ion with the local
communit ies and other resource persons brought new insights into the
project-related concerns of  impact  on communit ies and environment.
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The Sabarmati Riverfront

The Sabarmati  Riverfront is  the f irst  such development project  of  i ts  k ind in
India which seems to have inspired s imi lar  projects  in other c i t ies.
Therefore,  i t  is  important  to review the outcomes of  the project  whi le  a lso
revis i t ing i ts  histor ical  and pol i t ical  background.  In a f ie ld v is i t  in  the
month of  February,  the research group gathered important data from
researchers,  act iv ists ,  representat ives of  impacted communit ies ,  movement
groups and displaced people themselves.

Diyara (river islands) in Patna

One of  the forgotten features of  Ganga in Patna is  the r iver  is lands,  local ly
known as Diyara.  There is  a  ser ies of  such is lands on Ganga which,  contrary
to the popular  bel ief ,  are inhabited by a large number of  people but
support  a  vast  populat ion that  is  spread across var ious panchayats.  These
Diyaras are also the resource hotspots,  fac i l i tat ing a range of  high-value
economic act iv i t ies such as sand mining,  animal  rais ing,  dairy ing,
hort iculture,  and most important ly ,  the abundant land resources that  have
caught the eyes of  the government and private bui lders for  undertaking
various mega infrastructure projects .  To understand the everyday l i fe ,
recent infrastructural  projects  coming up in the diyara and the pol i t ics
behind i ts  resource appropriat ion,  a  f ie ld v is i t  was conducted in the month
of March where aspects mentioned above were studied for  a number of
v i l lages in the diyaras,  including Kasim Chak,  Vishunpur,  Danapur,
Ganghara,  Pat lapur.
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Riverfront Development in Varanasi and Kanpur

Mult imodal  terminal  for  Nat ional  Waterways-1,  construct ion of  roads and
beauti f icat ion of  ghats are some of  the ongoing projects  on the r iverbank
in Varanasi .  The team vis i ted the area accompanied by a group of  c i ty-
based social  workers and covered the ent ire stretch of  the r iverbank.  The
local  communit ies informed the team that  the terminal  was being
constructed at  the cost  of  a  very old Govardhan Temple complex and about
400 s lum households were demol ished in the middle of  Covid pandemic.
Many more colonies are planned to be demol ished.  Ferry boat  operators
have suffered ser ious loss and many of  them can hardly  make s ingle tr ip
per week after  the changes in the rules and regulat ions came in place with
a token-based system. 

During the v is i t ,  research team interacted with a group of  social  act iv ists
and community organizers who shared with us their  understanding of  the
ongoing developments.  More meetings are planned in the next  year ,
depending on the publ ic  health s i tuat ion.

Discussion/Webinar

On the occasion of  Internat ional  Day on Act ion for  Rivers on 14 March
2021,  an onl ine dialogue on the theme "Sinking Cit ies:  River ,  Ci ty  and
Pol i t ics  of  Water"  was organised by PRC to understand the responsibi l i t ies
of  a  c i t ies towards the r ivers and holding them more accountable for  their
act ions.  The discussion focused on the cr i t ical  evaluat ion of  planning &
development along the urban stretch of  the r ivers ,  part icular ly  the mega
infrastructure projects  in the c i ty ,  especial ly  on the r iverbanks,  including
riverfront projects  and concret isat ion in general  that  have had a
widespread negat ive impact  in the form of  f lash f loods,  water cr is is ,  among
many other.  I t  a lso focused on explor ing the best  possible a l ternat ives for
sustainable management for  the r ivers (Please see Appendix for  a summary
of  discussion) .

Reports and articles

The primary research on the Patna r iverfront and an onl ine discussion on
river-c i ty  relat ions resulted in mult iple reports  and art ic les publ ished in
magazines.  Based on the Patna r iverfront f ie ld v is i t ,  a  report  t i t led
‘Emerging fronts ,  Dwindl ing Ganga:  Explor ing Patna Riverfront ’  has been
publ ished.  The report  descr ibes the history of  r iverfront projects ,  their
changing goals  and the current status of  Patna Riverfront project .  
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Due to shift ing course of  Ganga,  several  ghats face wide stretches of  dry
land and narrow streams.  The exist ing ghats are poorly  maintained and are
not even c lose to look l ike what is  c la imed in the government
advert isements of  the beauti f icat ion project .  Also,  a  fa i led attempt was
made to br ing back Ganga,  which resulted in a drain.  Owing to this ,  ghats
that  used to be crowded with devotees have lost  s ignif icance.  Closely
l inked with this  is  Ganga Pathway Project ,  a  21.5-ki lometre- long expressway
bui l t  inside and along the Ganga in the name of  connect ing eastern and
western ends of  Patna.  With al l  the heavy pi l ing work along the whole
urban stretch of  Ganga in Patna and many farmers losing their  land without
any compensat ion,  the combined impact  of  these two projects  on social
ecology of  the f loodplains is  immense.  There is  an added threat  to r iver
is lands which would submerge i f  the plan to concret ise both s ides of  the
f loodplains get  materia l ised.  The r iver  is  the only source of  l ivel ihood for
people l iv ing in these diyaras,  who operate boats and ferry ,  do farming and
animal  rearing.  Several  other infrastructure projects  are either being
planned or being constructed such as Nat ional  In land Waterways Terminal
on Gaighat ,  JP  Setu,  Gandhi  Setu,  etc .  This  is  a  c lear case of  communit ies
losing control  over urban commons in the name of  development.  

Members of  the research team, Archana and Rajendra Ravi ,  have also
written about these issues in an art ic le  for  Down to Earth magazine ( ‘The
Ganga Pathway Project :  An Expressway Sold as Marine Drive ’ ) .  In  the
art ic le ,  they discuss how the stubbornness of  the to ful f i l  the dream project
of  the CM of  Bihar gave r ise to one of  the most disastrous urban
infrastructure projects  on the r iver  Ganga.
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Urban Agriculture

In  the year 2020-21,  People 's  Resource Centre conducted a detai led
qual i tat ive study of  urban farming in Delhi ,  result ing in a book,  more than
seven booklets ,  several  media art ic les and publ ic  webinars.  These have
helped in turning the narrat ive around urban farming in Delhi  by
highl ight ing i ts  di f ferent aspects.  However,  s ince urban agriculture is
absent from planners and Delhi 's  decis ion-makers,  i t  is  chal lenging to
quickly  get  i t  recognised by the decis ion-makers and c iv i l  society.  A year 's
work of  a  smal l  group has successful ly  brought attent ion to pract ices and
the importance of  urban farming.  

In 2020,  People ’s  Resource Centre publ ished a 6-month long research study
t i t led “Report  on Urban Farming in Delhi , ”  which gave an overview of  the
agricultural  act iv i t ies in the urban and peri -urban parts  of  NCT of  Delhi .
The study was qual i tat ive in nature and documented the pract ice as wel l  as
other al l ied act iv i t ies l ike f ishing,  animal  husbandry,  animal  herding,  etc . ,
to get  the scope of  agr iculture.  The aim was to get  an overview as wel l  as  a
microscopic  v iew of  the urban agriculture community.  The study was
analysed by mainly  fol lowing the concepts l ike urban commons,  col lect ive
memory,  etc .  and engaging with the l i terature on urban agriculture in other
parts  of  the world.  The intent ion was also to provide a start ing point  to
open up the possibi l i t ies  of  food sovereignty,  a  sel f -rel iant  c i ty ,  and
reimagine a di f ferent development trajectory for  the c i ty  of  Delhi .

Series of Bilingual Graphic Booklets on Urban Agriculture

I t  is  important  to not  let  the f indings of  a  research l imited to just  a  few
discussions.  To make the research on urban farming in Delhi  more
accessible for  a l l ,  we publ ished smal ler  thematic  booklets  based on our
book ‘Par idr ishya Se Adrishya Hoti  Khet i ’ .  We ident i f ied seven themes to
cover the aspects of  diversi ty ,  food needs,  the role of  women and migrant
labourers,  f isherfolks ,  and relat ion of  urban farming with waste
management.  A s ignif icant  amount of  secondary research was also added
whi le preparing booklets ,  thus making them a complimentary reading along
with the book.  

The booklets  have been made avai lable to the publ ic  in the softcopy format
on our website along with hardcopies being avai lable for  pr ivate c irculat ion
(see Appendix for  more detai ls ) .  

Our team members publ ished several  art ic les on this  subject  in var ious
newspapers and magazines which can be accessed at  one place on our
website.  

https://prcindia.in/blogs/fisherfolks-in-delhi/


The members of  People 's  Resource Centre (PRC)  had shared their  concerns
and suggest ions regarding the agr icultural  act iv i t ies in the urban and peri -
urban parts  of  the NCT of  Delhi  with regards to the ongoing process of
preparing the Master Plan of  Delhi -2041.  A detai led memorandum cit ing the
f indings of  our research,  government data,  surveys and support ing the
continuat ion of  agr iculture in Delhi  was drafted and sent v ia  emai l  to the
Lieutenant Governor of  Delhi  and other concerned authorit ies.  

The memorandum highl ighted that  the order for  the removal  of  agr iculture
is  based on several  fa lse assumptions regarding the contaminat ion of
vegetables,  the effects  of  farming on the f loodplains and disregards the
huge contr ibut ion of  agr iculture to food security  and the possibi l i t ies  of
food sovereignty,  agroecology,  etc .  ly ing in i t .  I t  was urged that  including
agriculture as land use in the MPD 2041 is  not  only  benef ic ia l  for  the
f loodplains,  c i ty ,  and the people but wi l l  protect  the l ivel ihoods of  the
farmer community and also resolve many of  the urban issues being faced
by Delhi .

The idea behind this  in i t iat ive was to reach out to the key decis ion-makers
with our suggest ions to demand just ice for  farmers who have been ser ia l ly
left  out  from al l  the planning decis ions regarding the management of
f loodplains.  
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Memorandum to the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 

Farming the city - 2021

After  the success of  Farming the City-2020,  the idea was to bui ld on the
discourse with an increased focus on social  and ecological  issues.  The
convention consisted of  ta lks ,  panel  discussions,  research paper
presentat ions,  case studies,  v ideo presentat ions and photo exhibit ions 



focusing on the degradat ion of  the urban and global  environment,  food
sovereignty and food security ,  publ ic  health,  waste,  the role of  women,
labourers,  and land use.  More than 250 people jo ined on dif ferent days,
and part ic ipat ion was not  l imited to India.  20+ speakers from dif ferent
backgrounds including pract i t ioners,  researchers,  and act iv ists  from
various communit ies and disc ipl ines presented during the s ix  sessions of
the convention.  Many new people were added to the urban agriculture
community and part ic ipants appreciated the fact  that  they got  introduced
to new init iat ives and pract ices in urban agriculture such as intervent ion in
the school  curr iculum, community- led init iat ives in c i t ies of  India as wel l  as
in other parts  of  the world.  

FTC-21 served as a platform to showcase the ongoing research work of  PRC
in var ious c i t ies of  India.  The recordings of  a l l  the sessions are made
avai lable on our YouTube channel  for  easy access.  A mai l ing l ist  has been
running to sustain the discussions beyond the convention.  A report
summaris ing the discussions is  l ikely  to be out in the next  few months.
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Beejpatra

The inaugural  edit ion of  Beejpatra,  a  quarter ly  urban farming periodical ,
was launched in 2020 after  we organised the f irst  edit ion of  Farming The
City  convention.  The idea behind the periodical  was to provide a space for
the urban farming community to present ,  ta lk  about and propagate
dif ferent ways in which c i t izens can make c i t ies beauti ful ,  social ly  just ,
more self -rel iant ,  and free.  

The f irst  leaf let  focused on the possibi l i t ies  ly ing within urban agriculture
in making c i t ies sustainable and self -rel iant .  I t  featured art ic les on the
possibi l i t ies  of  introducing urban farming in curr iculum through
educat ional  intervent ions,  stor ies from pract i t ioners,  and PRC’s  own
experiences from the research study conducted in Delhi .  



Subsequently ,  the second leaf let  was publ ished in March 2021 which
brought examples from the dif ferent parts  of  the world l ike Syr ia ,  Palest ine
and Lebanon,  where urban farming has become the means to chal lenge the
overarching structures of  power and resist  the occupation of  land,
indigenous knowledge and culture.  The leaf let  a lso showcases the ongoing
efforts  of  the PRC team to expand and grow the urban farming community.
The work on the third leaf let  is  underway.  The quarter ly  publ icat ion
current ly  has more than 850 regular  subscr ibers.  
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Urban Agriculture Research Fellowship

PRC offered a research fel lowship to conduct  case studies on urban
farming in s ix  Indian c i t ies -  Patna,  Ranchi ,  Bodhgaya,  Pune,  Mumbai  and
Indore.  This  became an opportunity  to learn and document exist ing
pract ices and emerging trends in urban and periurban farming in mult iple
cit ies.  Through this  we also expanded the exist ing network of  PRC and
brought the agenda of  urban and peri -urban agriculture to the attent ion of
a larger group of  people.  The studies were conducted using extensive f ie ld
research,  rely ing on interviews,  photographs,  v ideo test imonies,  detai led
f ie ld diar ies.  The research outcome of  this  fe l lowship gives us evidence to
support  urban farming as a systemic al ternat ive in di f ferent c i t ies to
address the quest ions of  food scarci ty  and ecological  footprint .  make c i t ies
and urban communit ies more resi l ient  and self -rel iant .  The research
reports  are avai lable on our website.

Geetanjali  Gurlhosur
Mumbai

 

Jayashree
Indore

 

Manoj Singh
Ranchi

 

Rosamma Thomas 
Pune

 

Tejee Isha
Patna & Gaya

 



I t  is  not  enough to br ing the drawbacks and impacts of  var ious
developmental  projects  to the publ ic  attent ion.  People ’s  movements have
the responsibi l i ty  to present an alternat ive urban vis ion in harmony with
nature,  and one which is  rooted in the social  condit ions of  the local
habitat .  PRC members have been working on var ious urban issues l ike
environment,  l ivel ihood,  mobi l i ty ,  educat ion,  health and water system, etc .
Over the years,  i t  has been real ized that  these fragmented init iat ives,
though important ,  must  a lso be weaved into a coherent framework for
people-fr iendly ,  ecological  c i t ies.  

At  PRC,  our bel ief  is  that  c i t ies themselves are not  the problem and
urbanizat ion can be a welcome process.  However,  i t  wi l l  only  be possible
when the growth of  c i t ies wi l l  not  happen in order to sat isfy  the unending
greed of  the r ich but would be grounded in the social  condit ions of  the
ordinary people.  People,  not  prof i t ,  should be at  the centre of  the urban
planning and al l  the decis ions related to development of  c i t ies.  In that
sense,  we argue that  creat ion and conservat ion of  urban commons is
essent ia l  for  any substant ia l  progress towards sustainable,  inclusive and
democrat ic  c i ty .  

A new vis ion of  urbanism rooted in Indian context  can only be crafted
through people ’s  part ic ipat ion and c la iming the power of  communitar ian
self -management.  We have put our efforts  in presenting urban alternat ives
which emphasise on this  with a synthesis  of  useful  technological
advancements and the indigenous knowledge resources.  PRC is  working
towards further decentral isat ion of  decis ion-making power to communit ies
by bui lding capacity  for  an informed urban governance with global
concerns and consciousness.

In this  context ,  People 's  Resource Centre organised a webinar t i t led
"Democrat iz ing Urban Governance,"  part  of  the "Another City  is  Possible"
ser ies.  This  webinar explored the state of  urban governance in India and
explored ideas for  decentral ised,  part ic ipatory,  and inclusive urban pol i t ics
(See Appendix for  more detai ls ) .  
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Another City is Possible



More sessions have been planned as part  of  this  discussion ser ies which
aims to become a regular  space for  c iv i l  society groups and people ’s
movements to think more systematical ly  about what a l ternat ives in c i t ies
are possible and how we can achieve those by bui lding people ’s  power.  

We are also working on a ser ies of  publ icat ions from across the parts  of
Indian and the world to br ing the sketches of  ‘another c i ty  possible ’  to the
attent ion of  communit ies and movements.
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WEBINARS AND MEETINGS
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Webinars organised by PRC

Sinking Cities: River, City and Politics of Water

A webinar was organised on the occasion of  Internat ional  Day of  Act ion for
Rivers on March 14,  2021.  The theme of  the discussion was "Sinking Cit ies:
River ,  City  and Pol i t ics  of  Water" .  The discussion focused on the cr i t ical
evaluat ion of  planning & development along the urban stretch of  the r ivers ,
part icular ly  the mega infrastructure projects  in the c i ty ,  especial ly  on the
riverbanks,  including r iverfront projects  and concret isat ion in general  that
have had a widespread negat ive impact  in the form of  f lash f loods,  water
cr is is ,  among many other.  I t  a lso focused on explor ing the best  possible
alternat ives for  sustainable management for  the r ivers.

The session was joined by four dist inguished speakers from around the
country,  two in-house speakers from PRC,  and part ic ipants from across the
country.  The discussion included case studies from several  Indian c i t ies ,
including Ahmedabad,  Delhi ,  Patna,  Pune and Hyderabad.  
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Mudita discussed the gr im real i ty  of  the r iverfront projects  through the
Sabarmati  r iverfront ,  which serves as a role model  for  other such projects
in the c i t ies.  She pointed out how the seasonal  r iver  was downgraded to a
cemented pool  in the process of  beauti fy ing the r iver;  the communit ies
were thrown ki lometres away in the most deserted s i tes ,  lacking even the
basic  faci l i t ies  for  l iv ing.  Also,  the r iverfront sources water from the
Narmada River and to hold i t  within the l imits  of  the r iverfront ,  the Vasana
barrage is  constructed at  the end of  i t .  Downstream from here,  the water
body ceases to exist ,  only  untreated sewage f lows.  

Mahendra focused on the recurr ing events of  f lash f loods seen in Patna c i ty
in recent t imes.  He pointed out that  the events have intensif ied s ince the
construct ion of  the Farakka barrage and the recent infrastructural
developments to make Patna a smart  c i ty .  The large-scale concret isat ion in
the c i ty ,  infrastructures that  are not  complementary to an already exist ing
structure can prove to be unsustainable in the long run.  Therefore,
integrated development is  the only way to control  the problem of  f lash
f loods.

Akshita discussed the role of  urban farming in protect ing the Yamuna.
Farming has long been a pr imary act iv i ty  on the Yamuna f loodplain,
pract ised in harmony with the r iver.  Off  late,  there have been off ic ia l
c la ims that  agr iculture is  pol lut ing the Yamuna and therefore needs to be
discontinued,  despite off ic ia l  studies proving otherwise.  The real  threat  to
the Yamuna,  i .e . ,  sewage and industr ia l  waste,  government-approved mega
structures on fragi le  f loodplains are not  held accountable.  Moreover,  other
structures l ike the r iverfront ,  b iodiversi ty  parks are proposed on the
f loodplains.

Sarang discussed the plan of  the Pune r iverfront ,  which is  leading towards
the demise of  the Mula-Mutha r iver.  According to the project ,  the width of
the r iver  would be narrowed down; concrete embankments would be bui l t ,
the f loodplains would be sold off  to pr ivate bui lders for  commercial  gains.
Moreover,  barrages would be bui l t  on al l  s ides to hold the water within the
city  l imits .  He also discussed the newly proposed Urban River Management
Plan on Ganga.

Anant focused on the causes of  f lash f loods in Hyderabad.  According to
him, r ivers aren't  the cause of  f loods in the c i ty .  I t  is  the haywire system of
lake-tank drainage that  is  the cause of  f lood in the c i ty .  The older tanks
meant to support  agr iculture have been f i l led to construct  residentia l  and
commercial  complexes over i t .  Moreover,  water is  imported from
downstream, which is  ult imately  released into the c i ty  as wastewater.
Therefore,  f loods are intensif ied in Hyderabad mainly  due to rapid
urbanisat ion and unsustainable infrastructure and intel lectual  capacity  to 
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 regulate our lands.

Archana focused on mega infrastructure projects  l ike the Patna r iverfront
and Ganga pathway project  in Patna and their  impact  on the r iver ,  c i ty ,  and
the people.  The worst  consequence of  i t  can be seen on the r iver ,  which
has been forced to change i ts  course due to pi l ing,  large scale
concret isat ion and sand mining.  Many such projects  are underway,
fol lowing the same pattern,  which would cause further damage to Ganga
and Patna.

Seeds of Resistance and Hope: A Conversation between
Environmental Activists and Practitioners of Urban Farming in India,
Lebanon, Syria and Palestine

In  a unique col laborat ion,  People ’s  Resource Centre organised a webinar
t i t led ‘Seeds of  Resistance and Hope’  in  which var ious people working with
communit ies and pract i t ioners of  urban farming in Palest ine,  Syr ia ,
Lebanon,  namely L ina Isma’ i l ,  Khaled Hammoud,  Serge Harfouche,  and
Abdal lah Alkhat ib,  shared their  knowledge and experiences.  The webinar
brought together people of  var ious countr ies and attempted to give space,
and l isten and learn from the experiences of  people working in the f ie ld,  in
a direct  conf l ict  with the State,  and how through the use of  urban farming,
they are able to move towards food sovereignty and resist  colonial  and
neol iberal  forces.
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In  this  conversat ion,  people from Syr ia ,  Lebanon,  and Palest ine joined and
threw l ight  upon how the people of  these conf l ict -r idden states are going
back to their  roots ,  using local  and indigenous seeds and pract ices of
farming to resist  the occupation by the State and other forces,  become
self -rel iant ,  inculcate a feel ing of  community ,  revive the lost  tradit ion,  and
most important ly  survive in the face of  overt  oppression.  The webinar also
acted as a platform for us to share our work with them, bui ld g lobal
sol idar i ty  for  the people ’s  movements,  and leave space for  future
col laborat ion.

The learnings were documented in a report  where we shared our
understanding of  urban farming in i ts  social ,  pol i t ical  and cultural  context
in Syr ia ,  Palest ine,  Lebanon,  and India.  A short  booklet  was released onl ine,
and a few copies were publ ished for  pr ivate c irculat ion to disseminate
knowledge and help br ing more attent ion to the central i ty  of  urban farming
in var ious urban regions.

Another City Is Possible: Democratising urban governance

People's  Resource Centre organised a webinar t i t led "Democrat iz ing Urban
Governance,"  part  of  the "Another City  is  Possible"  ser ies.  This  webinar
explored the state of  urban governance in India and explored ideas for
decentral ised,  part ic ipatory,  and inclusive urban pol i t ics .  

The speakers spoke about the ways in which urban local  bodies can be
strengthened for  exercis ing more autonomy in decis ion-making and
managing their  f inances and urban resources.  The discussion also br ief ly
touched upon the idea of  Nagar Swaraj ,  the 74th const i tut ional  amendment
act ,  the need for  establ ishing decentral ised inst i tut ions and the 



background of  the ongoing global  movements for  direct  democracy.

Mohan Hirabai  Hiralal  suggested that  the representat ive democracy model
should be fol lowed at  the centre and state levels ,  but  direct  part ic ipat ive
democracy should be pract ised at  the v i l lage,  neighbourhood and munic ipal
levels .  At  the local  levels ,  people should direct ly  part ic ipate in the decis ion
making,  and everyone should have an equal  voice.  People have a r ight  to
make decis ions regarding issues that  concern them, and this  structure can
only be successful  when indiv idual ism is  replaced by communitar ian spir i t .  

Varsha Vi las spoke about the ongoing experiments with sett ing up Area
Counci ls  in  Maharashtra as part  of  the movement for  Nagar Raj  bi l l  to
ensure transfer  of  decis ion-making power to community.  She said that
c i t izens should not  be treated as consumers but as part ic ipants;  only  then
this  wi l l  be real  democracy for  people.

Eleanor F inley provided a br ief  background of  the ongoing munic ipal ist
movements in di f ferent c i t ies across the globe and stressed on the need to
start  creat ing internat ional  a l l iances to give more power to al l  local
experiments led by communit ies everywhere.  

Raju Bhise suggested that  educat ion is  essent ia l  for  transformation in how
we think ourselves in relat ion with the c i ty .  Chi ld protect ion provis ions can
be implemented at  the ward level  and play an essent ia l  role in educat ing
through the chi ld protect ion committee.  We also need to inculcate the
values of  decentral ised governance in chi ldren so that  they can play an
act ive role in the future.  The foundation of  the c i ty  should not  be
exploitat ion but equity  and non-violence.
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Webinars organised in Collaboration with other CSOs

PRC was one of  the organizers of  the webinar ser ies ‘Re- imagining The
Future ’ ,  a  ser ies of  more than 30 sessions which run for  more than four
months.
 
PRC specif ical ly  organised the session dedicated to urban sustainabi l i ty .
Nishant presented the ongoing research of  PRC on urban farming and
alternat ives.   



24People's  Resource Centre | prcindia. in

As part  of  the Vikalp Varta webinar ser ies organised by Vikalp Sangam, PRC
helped organise the session on urban agriculture.  

Rajendra Ravi  spoke about the research done in Delhi  and other c i t ies and
emphasised that  the deep problems of  urban l i fe  can only be addressed by
adopting pract ices such as urban farming which can provide relaxat ion in
harmony with nature.  
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PRC Members as Invited Speakers in Webinars 

Nishant was invited panel ist  in  the session and he spoke on how the
proport ion of  urban food suppl ies being sourced from distant  rural  regions
continues to grow whi le  the vast  tracts  of  urban and peri -urban land is
being consumed by speculat ive growth of  rent-seeking real  estate.  He
spoke at  length about the need to fundamental ly  reorganize the
relat ionship of  c i t ies with Nature,  and how agriculture in an urban
neighbourhood and the v ic inity  of  the c i ty  is  one such radical  way to
provide an alternat ive to the increasingly  g lobal ized,  f inancial ized and
ecological ly  intense urban food systems.  Session was moderated by Prof .
Nitya Rao,  University  of  East  Angel ia .  

Is Metro the future of public transport? : Lessons from Delhi and
Lucknow

PRC members have publ ished and presented a lot  of  research to highl ight
the uselessness of  metro rai l  projects  in Indian c i t ies.  

In a publ ic  meeting organised by several  c i ty  chapters of  Fr idays For
Future,  Nishant and Rajendra Ravi  explained the myriad of  deep seated
issues associated with the strong and bl ind governmental  push for
development of  metro rai l  systems in many c i t ies ,  including Mumbai  and
Pune.  
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The presentat ions were pr imari ly
based on the publ icat ions
‘Consumed by Demand’  and ‘R iding
on Debt ’ -  both by Nishant and
Rajendra Ravi .  

9th World
Bicycle Forum,
Nepal

Nishant and Rajendra Ravi
spoke in the 9th World Bicycle
Forum on ‘Act ivat ing
Grassroots Democracy for
Pol icymaking ’  where Nishant
talked about the experiences
and learnings from the
extensive three years- long
process of  draft ing and
advocat ing for  a draft  bi l l  on
cycle r ickshaw prepared
through a democrat ic  and
part ic ipatory process.  

Rajendra Ravi  moderated the
session.  
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Webinar on ‘The Prospects of Public Transport and NMT in a
Post Covid-19 World’

Nishant,  Rajendra Ravi  and
Ruchi  Varma (al l  are PRC
members)  were panel ists  in
this  session.  

Rajendra Ravi  shared from his
experience of  working on the
issues of  c i ty  bicycl ists  and
cycle r ickshaw that  the voices
of  the marginal ised must
come to the centre stage in
any new vis ion for  urban
mobi l i ty .  

Nishant ta lked about the
need to br ing transport
planning back into the control
of  communit ies and everyday
users of  di f ferent modes.  He
shared experience of  the
ongoing ‘Reclaiming The Bus ’
campaign in Delhi .  
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Meetings/Presentations/Workshops

Community Meeting with Main Bhi Dilli at Chilla Khadar

As part  of  the Main Bhi  Di l l i  ( l i teral  translat ion:  ‘Me Too Delhi ’ )  campaign,
of  which PRC is  a lso a member,  a  meeting was organised with the residents
of  Chi l la  Khadar.  Farmers and farm laborers,  including women,  part ic ipated
in the meeting.  Akshita from PRC spoke about the need to involve farmers
and farm laborers in the draft ing process of  Master Plan of  Delhi -2041 to
make i t  truly  part ic ipatory and inclusive.  Several  suggest ions from the
community members were received by the campaign group as part  of  the
documentat ion and putt ing forward a col lect ive demand for  recognit ion of
exist ing communit ies in the area.  

Public hearing on waste workers organised by DASAM in association
with PRC and other CSOs

A publ ic  hearing was organised on Feb 28,  2021 at  Vi l lage Tikka
Shahbazpur,  Ghaziabad to receive test imonies from people involved in
waste work.  In the day- long meeting,  var ious concerns of  waste workers
were brought to the attent ion,  including the complete lack of  legal
safeguards and absence of  basic  health necessit ies.  

Yamuna Collective 

Several  onl ine and physical  meetings were organised as part  of  a  new
init iat ive of  var ious CSOs in Delhi  to work more c losely  with each other on
the social  and environmental  issues related to the r iver  Yamuna in Delhi .
PRC took the lead in sett ing an agenda for  inclusion of  urban agriculture,
f isherfolks and other marginal ised communit ies a long Yamuna.  

Meeting with CSDS-Lokniti

Research team of  PRC had a meeting with the Director ,  CSDS-Loknit i
seeking suggest ions and guidance regarding our proposed survey of  urban
agriculture in Delhi .  Team members presented the key highl ights of  the
f indings from our qual i tat ive research on UA across Delhi .  A col laborat ion
is  being sought with Loknit i ,  who have decades of  r ich experience in
conduct ing large and smal l  surveys,  to help the survey study in an advisory
capacity .  
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National Consultation on National Waterways

We part ic ipated in a day- long consultat ion on nat ional  waterways and
presented the f indings of  our research on mult imodal  port  in Sahibganj
( Jharkhand)  and i ts  l inkages with increasing corporate control  of  resources.
This  consultat ion has helped us bui ld new col laborat ions to make further
progress with our research on waterways infrastructure and resource grab.  

Residential Workshop on Agroecology and Agroforestry at Swayyam 

We also part ic ipated in a residentia l  workshop on regenerat ive agroforestry
organized by Swayyam, a grassroots col lect ive working on sustainabi l i ty
and self -suff ic iency.  This  was a r ich learning experience which further
expanded the horizon of  act iv i t ies PRC can take up to make the urban
communit ies resi l ient  and more self -rel iant .

Apart  from the above,  several  other smal ler  meetings were organised
throughout the year to engage and learn from the communit ies we work
with.  



PUBLICATIONS
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Emerging Fronts and Dwindling Ganga 

This  report  is  based on
exploratory f ie ld v is i ts
conducted in Patna in
January 2021 as part  of
our ongoing research on
urban r iverfront
development in Patna and
other parts  of  India.  The
Patna r iverfront project  is
poised to cause severe
harm to the local  ecology
and bring changes in the
regional  hydrological
cycles and thus ult imately
affect ing communit ies
dependent on var ious
r iver ine and common
resources.

We hope that  this  publ icat ion wi l l  br ing attent ion to the ser iousness of
r isks posed by r iverfront development and other mega infrastructure
projects  on r ivers across India.  To that  end,  we are also planning to br ing a
Hindi  version of  this  report .  We hope that  the knowledge col lected in this
report  wi l l  help br ing more attent ion to the Patna r iverfront and contr ibute
to the larger discourse on how such projects  may end up aggravat ing
resource grab,  commercial izat ion,  and privat izat ion of  shared resources.
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Seeds of Resistance and Hope 

This  booklet  should help
understand the social ,
pol i t ical  and cultural
context  of  urban farming
in Syr ia ,  Palest ine,
Lebanon,  and India.  This
booklet  is  based on the
discussions during a
webinar organised by
People ’s  Resource Centre,
t i t led ‘Seeds of  Resistance
and Hope’  in  December
2020 and in which var ious
people working with
communit ies and
pract i t ioners of  urban
farming in Palest ine,  Syr ia
and Lebanon shared their
knowledge and
experiences.

This  publ icat ion is  part  of  our ongoing init iat ive to disseminate knowledge
about the s ignif icance of  urban farming and al l ied act iv i t ies a l l  over the
world.  To that  end,  we are also planning to br ing a translated version of
this  booklet .  We hope that  the knowledge col lected in this  booklet  wi l l  help
bring more attent ion to not  just  how prevalent  and central  urban farming is
in var ious urban regions but help bui ld g lobal  sol idar i ty  for  the people ’s
movements for  food sovereignty and self -determinat ion.
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Paridrishya Se Adrishya Hoti Kheti

This  book (avai lable in Hindi  but  a lso
being translated in Engl ish)  presents
the f indings from year- long research on
urban agriculture in Delhi .  Despite
restr ict ions and legal  barr iers ,  today
Delhi  is  being cult ivated on a large scale
by dif ferent methods.  
Along with tradit ional  farmers,
educated youth from new and modern
inst i tut ions are engaged in agr icultural
work with new understanding and ful l
dedicat ion.  Those who are cal led
unski l led and uneducated in the
dict ionary of  modernity  are being given
better  opportunit ies and self -
conf idence in urban agriculture.  In
some places,  people do agricultural
work themselves by rent ing land.
Migrant workers come to the c i ty  and
help in complet ing the agr icultural  work
every year according to the crop cycle.  

The expuls ion of  agr iculture from the urban planning has created a
mountain of  garbage in the c i t ies.  Many such mountains have grown in
Delhi ,  which,  as much as efforts  are made to make them smal ler ,  are
constant ly  gett ing bigger.  The solut ion to this  problem is  possible only  by
re-establ ishing the importance of  agr iculture.  Urban agriculture can
provide a way for  c i t ies to address countless chal lenges such as food
security ,  sanitat ion,  c l imate change,  urban energy and infrastructure
development,  and pave the way for  a new concept of  urbanizat ion.



33People's  Resource Centre | prcindia. in

Cultivating A Crisis: What we can learn from urban agriculture
in Cuba

The urban farming culture
in Cuba arose from a deep
cris is  at  the t ime of  the
col lapse of  the Soviet
Union and i ts  learnings
bear more relevance than
ever at  the t ime when we
are making our way
through another g lobal
cr is is  precipitated by a
virus.  The col lapse of  the
Soviet  Union had created
condit ions that  coerced the
Cuban government to
rethink their  urbanizat ion
agenda and agricultural
pol icy.  Backed by conf ident
government pol ic ies ,
people in Cuba led the
transit ion from a machine-
and petroleum-based
agriculture and food
transport  system to a
local ized food system
driven by tradit ional
knowledge and powered by
animal  and manual  labour.

We present here a short  col lect ion of  two art ic les analysing the emergence
and aspects of  Cuba’s  urban agriculture.  The or ig inal  art ic le  ‘Urban
Agriculture in Havana’  by Sinan Koont and the review art ic le  by Christ ina
Ergas were both or ig inal ly  publ ished in the Monthly  Review magazine in
2009 and 2013 respect ively .  We are highly  indebted to Ashish Kothari  for
generously  accept ing our invitat ion to write a foreword.  Ashish is  a
founder-member of  the environmental  group Kalpavriksha and current ly
coordinates the Vikalp Sangam (Alternat ives Confluence)  process.

This  publ icat ion has grown out of  our desire to disseminate the
transformative learnings from Cuban experiments in urban agriculture,
reorganizat ion of  their  food system, and unorthodox planning of  c i t ies.
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Fishing in the Shadow of a Megacity: Delhi and Its ‘Unseen’
Fisherfolks

Like al l  c i ty-regions in the
world,  modern-day Delhi
has also evolved on the
banks of  a  r iver ,  The
Yamuna.  The r iver  has
been a source of  l i fe  for
thousands of  years,
providing dr inking water ,
resources for  food,
l ivel ihood and a breeding
ground for  many aquatic
organisms.  

However,  under pressure from forces of  ‘development ’ ,  the r iver  has been
heavi ly  exploited and become a s ink where the c i ty  dumps anything that  i t
cannot f ind a use for  after  producing.  Despite var ious rejuvenat ion plans
and mult iple orders by courts  and government bodies for  the construct ion
of sewage treatment plants (STPs) ,  regulat ion of  act iv i t ies etc .  the Yamuna
is  as pol luted as i t  was years ago.  The horr ible exploitat ion of  the r iver  by
the c i ty  people,  more part icular ly  by the el i te ,  cont inues under the
extract iv ist  developmental  regime.

Contrary to popular  percept ion,  not  the whole 22 km-long span of  the
Yamuna which fal ls  within the administrat ive boundaries of  Delhi  is
pol luted.  The northern stretches of  the r iver  have been able to skip the
ecological  damages thrust  upon i t  by the megacity  as we descr ibe later  in
this  report .  This  di f ference leads us to the smal l  community of  f isher
people l iv ing in the v ic init ies of  the r iver.  Though their  l ivel ihood strategies
have helped protect  the r iver  from the severe ecological  damages which
would have otherwise occurred,  one can hardly  f ind any reportage on their
present ,  past  or  future.  This  very br ief  report  is  an attempt in that
direct ion.
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Booklet Series on Urban Agriculture (Six bi-lingual booklets)

Though we publ ished a detai led book on urban farming in Delhi ,  we
real ized that  i t  is  a  di f f icult  task to make the ent ire book accessible to
masses.  Therefore,  our team selected s ix  key aspects of  urban farming in
Delhi  and started creat ing theme booklets  on each of  these.  



A signif icant  amount of  new research has also been added whi le  preparing
these booklets.  We have also given more space to the photographs in these
thematic  booklets  and to make the booklets  attract ive for  readers.  We hope
that  these booklets  wi l l  be helpful  in  taking forward the issue of  urban
farming.  We have made these booklets  avai lable in both Hindi  and Engl ish.
Al l  12 booklets  are avai lable on our website.  
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https://prcindia.in/publications/ua-thematic-booklets/
https://prcindia.in/publications/ua-thematic-booklets/
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Fishing in the Shadow of a Megacity: Delhi and Its ‘Unseen’
Fisherfolks 

Developmental  pr ior i t ies have played a direct  role in the deter iorat ion of
the Yamuna and have made i t  consistent ly  di f f icult  for  the f isher people to
co-exist  with the r iver.

Written by Akshita Rawat,  this  art ic le  was a result  of  the insights and
suggest ions provided by Radheshyam Mangolpuri ,  Rajendra Ravi ,  Nishant ,
and other members of  People ’s  Resource Centre.  

L ink to the art ic le :  https://thewire. in/r ights/delhi - f ishing-yamuna-r iver

Fishing in the Shadow of a Megacity: Delhi and Its ‘Unseen’
Fisherfolks 

Rosamma Thomas,  an independent journal ist  and Urban Agriculture
Research Fel low at  PRC,  wrote about the farming init iat ive of  Afr in Kale in
Pune.  This  was part  of  the research on urban agriculture conducted as part
of  the UA Fel lowship.  

Read i t  here

Vivek Gour Broome’s food forest 

This  art ic le  by Rosamma Thomas presented the story of  nurturer of  a
biodiverse food forest  in the periurban Pune.  The art ic le  was part  of  the
research conducted as part  of  the UA Fel lowship.

Read i t  here

https://countercurrents.org/2021/02/afrin-kale-how-an-engineer-found-her-calling-in-farming/
https://countercurrents.org/2021/03/vivek-gour-broomes-food-forest/


MEMBERS 
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Aakiz Farooq  has contr ibuted to several  research projects  as part  of  his
studies and internships with var ious c iv i l  society organisat ions.  His  areas
of  interest  include subaltern studies,  environment and environmental
pol i t ics ,  urbanizat ion and sustainable development,  pol i t ical  phi losophy
especial ly  cr i t ical  theory,  and democrat ic  decentral isat ion of  governance.
He has graduated in pol i t ical  sc ience from Jamia Mi l l ia  Is lamia.

Akshita Rawat  holds a master 's  degree in sociology from Jawaharlal  Nehru
University  and a bachelor 's  degree in Engl ish l i terature from Delhi  Col lege
of  Arts  and Commerce,  University  of  Delhi .  She had part ic ipated in the
"Reaching the Real  India"  program (2019)  and worked in a summer
internship with People 's  Resource Centre.  S ince then,  she has been
col laborat ing with many NGO groups,  media and web portals .  Akshita is
interested in educat ion and pedagogy as wel l  as  di f ferent issues related to
urbanizat ion,  more part icular ly  urban agriculture and urban mobi l i ty .

Anita Kapoor  is  associated with Shahari  Mahi la  Kaamgar Union ( translated
as Urban Women Workers Union)  and has r ich experience of  community
act ion and training.  For the last  three decades,  she has been act ive in
social ,  economic and environmental  issues in many areas of  Delhi -NCR.  She
has played a s ignif icant  role in developing the leadership capabi l i t ies  in
female workers.  Among other things,  her ini t iat ive of  Women's Savings
Fund has made women workers in Delhi  f inancial ly  independent.

Archana Singh  is  an MPhi l  research scholar  at  the Department of
Geography,  Delhi  School  of  Economics,  University  of  Delhi .  She joined PRC
in December 2020 as a research intern and s ince then,  she has been
act ively  part ic ipat ing in var ious projects  of  the organisat ion but more
part icular ly  in the study of  r iver-c i ty  relat ions.  She is  keen on explor ing the
subtlet ies of  colourism, faced especial ly  by women in Indian society.  She is
also interested in the pol i t ics  of  resource appropriat ion/management and
gender & feminist  geographies.

Arjun Singh  has been act ive in the Inst i tute for  Democracy and
Sustainabi l i ty  ( IDS)  and the Nat ional  Cycl ists  Union for  many decades.  He
has played an important role in the creat ion of  draft  cycle r ickshaw law
with publ ic  part ic ipat ion in Bihar and Jharkhand.  He is  deeply engaged in
organizat ional  and welfare works among the communit ies.

https://www.sumnet.in/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Cycle-ickshaw-Bill-Draft.pdf
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Magadhi Diksha  was part  of  the organiz ing team of  Farming The City
webinar ser ies.  She is  current ly  one of  the editors of  the newsletter
‘BeejPatra ’ ,  a  col lect ive ini t iat ive of  the Urban Agriculture Community that
came together during and after  the webinar.  She has a graduate degree in
history she is  interested in rais ing social  awareness through publ icat ion of
books and reading materia ls .

Mohini  Singh  works as an independent writer  and translator.  Her f ict ion
and non-f ict ion writ ings have been publ ished by Kavitakosh,  Lal lantop,
Rajkamal  Prakashan,  Janmat and Divya Marathi  among others.  She has
been an invited speaker in publ ic  events organised by var ious inst i tut ions
including Hindi  Academy (Govt .  of  NCT of  Delhi )  and Bharat  Bhavan (Govt .
of  Madhya Pradesh) .  After  graduating in Botany (Hons. )  from Gargi  Col lege
(Delhi  University) ,  she is  current ly  pursuing a Masters in Development from
Azim Premji  University .  Her interests  include gendered perspect ives in
development and l i terature.  Mohini  has been associated with People 's
Resource Centre in mult iple and varying capacit ies.

Nanhu Prasad  has fought for  and won the r ights of  unauthorized colonies
of  Delhi  and the r ights of  their  residents by forming an RWA. He is
current ly  the chairperson of  the RWA. Apart  from this ,  he is  a lso an act ive
member of  the Nat ional  Cycl ists  Union and National  Al l iance of  People ’s
Movements (NAPM).  He has played a key role in the process of  developing
the draft  cycle r ickshaw law with publ ic  part ic ipat ion in Bihar and
Jharkhand.

Nishan t  has been associated with the People ’s  Resource Centre s ince i ts
incept ion and has been helping in carrying out their  research and act ion
work.  He is  current ly  a  PhD candidate at  I IT  Delhi  and aspires to br ing
radical  changes in the conception of  the c i ty .  

Avikal  is  a  student of  media at  MCRC,  Jamia Mi l ia  Is lamia.  He regular ly
contr ibutes to the act iv i t ies of  PRC,  most  recent ly  as a v isual  research
col laborator for  the ‘ Invis ible farming:  Urban agriculture in Delhi ’  project .
He had earl ier  worked with People 's  Resource Centre as an intern under
the 'Reaching the Real  India '  programme. He is  a lso one of  the organizers
of  'Reclaiming the Bus' ,  an ongoing campaign for  free,  safe,  and rel iable
bus-based publ ic  transport  in Delhi .  Avikal  is  interested in br inging out the
narrat ives of  people and their  access to urban spaces,  through f i lms and
images.  

http://napm-india.org/
https://www.sumnet.in/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Cycle-ickshaw-Bill-Draft.pdf
https://youtu.be/JfixSRSA3sU?t=2974
https://twitter.com/ReclaimBus


Rajendra Bhise  (Raju Bhise)  has been act ive with YUVA Mumbai  and
Sadbhavana Sangh for  more than three decades.  Understanding and
diagnosing the problems of  the c i ty  through urban self -government and
publ ic  part ic ipat ion is  the central  e lement of  his  thinking.  Raju is  a lso
act ive with the Right  to the City  campaign.

Rajendra Ravi  is  the founding member and the current programme
coordinator of  People ’s  Resource Centre.  He has been conduct ing research
on the intersect ion of  urban pol i t ics  and sustainabi l i ty  for  more than three
decades.  He is  the director of  Inst i tute for  Democracy and Sustainabi l i ty
( IDS Delhi ) ,  convener of  Nat ional  Al l iance of  People ’s  Movements (NAPM),
and a founding member of  Sustainable Urban Mobi l i ty  Network (SUM Net)
India.  An author of  several  books,  including the widely  accla imed The Saga
of Rickshaw, he has been a regular  columnist  in prest ig ious newspapers
and magazines and his  writ ings have been publ ished in journals  l ike
Economic and Pol i t ical  Weekly.

Shalini  Sharma  is  an Associate Professor at  the Indian Inst i tute of  Sc ience
Educat ion and Research ( I ISER)-Pune.  She is  a lso the oral  histor ian/trustee
of  the Remember Bhopal  Museum, India 's  f i rst  oral  history-based museum
which is  a lso co-curated by those affected by the 1984 Bhopal  industr ia l
disaster.  She was a Commonwealth Rutherford Fel low at  the University  of
East  Angl ia  in 2018-19,  and Assistant  Professor at  the Tata Inst i tute of
Social  Sc iences,  India from 2013-18.  She has a PhD in development studies
from SOAS,  London.  Shal ini  is  an interdisc ipl inary social  sc ient ist
interested in c i ty ,  culture and c l imate relat ions.  

Sunita Rani  is  associated with the Nat ional  Domest ic  Workers Union.  She
is  a lso an act ive member of  Nat ional  Al l iance of  People ’s  Movements
(NAPM).  For the last  two decades,  she has been str iv ing for  the recognit ion
of the democrat ic  r ights of  domest ic  women workers.  She is  a  pioneer in
the f ight  against  forced labour and legal  rehabi l i tat ion of  domest ic
workers.  She is  act ive in many c iv i l  society networks working on urban
issues.
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Pooja Tanna  began working on environment and development issues as a
volunteer with Greenpeace India in 2009.  Over 5 years of  on-ground
grassroots level  experience on diverse issues such as forest  r ights ,
renewable energy,  and ant i -GMO (Bt  Br injal  campaign)  a l lowed her to
explore the environmental  issues from dif ferent lenses.  She has travel led
across Tamil  Nadu,  Gujarat ,  and Maharashtra to gain experience in
sustainable agr iculture,  breed registrat ion and breeders ’  issues,  as wel l  as
in sol id waste management in rural  and urban areas.  She has previously
worked with many c iv i l  society in i t iat ives such as Kutch Mahi la  Vikas
Sangathan (KMVS) ,  Sahjeevan,  CARE India,  Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari
Panchayat  (KKPKP) ,  Know How Foundation,  and Jhatkaa.org.  

https://yuvaindia.org/
http://napm-india.org/
http://sumnet.in/
https://www.amazon.in/Saga-Rikshaw-Rajendra-Ravi/dp/8181434129/
http://www.rememberbhopal.net/
http://napm-india.org/
https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/
https://kmvs.org.in/
http://sahjeevan.org/
https://www.careindia.org/
http://www.kkpkp-pune.org/
https://www.knowhowfoundation.net/
https://www.knowhowfoundation.net/
https://jhatkaa.org/


ASSOCIATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS

41People's  Resource Centre | prcindia. in

People ’s  Resource Centre proudly c la ims camaraderies of  many c iv i l  society
organisat ions,  social  movements and academic inst i tut ions,  and we are a
member of  many networks and associat ions.  A consistent  dialogue with our
fr iend organisat ions helps us in sharpening our research and act ion,
making our methods more sound and robust ,  and col lect ive product ion of
knowledge to better  inform our f indings.  

List of organisation/networks 

•  Inst i tute for  Democracy and Sustainabi l i ty  ( IDS) ,  Delhi
•  Transportat ion Research and Injury Prevention Programme (TRIPP) ,  I IT   
 Delhi
•  Main Bhi  Di l l i
•  Nat ional  Al l iance of  People ’s  Movements (NAPM)
•  Vikalp Sangam
• South Asian People ’s  Act ion on Cl imate Cr is is
•  Greenpeace India
•  Fr idays For Future India and Mumbai
•  Fr iends of  the Earth India
•  Sustainable Urban Mobi l i ty  Network (SUM Net)  India
•  Urban and Peri -urban Agriculture as Green Infrastructure (UP-AGrI )

http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://www.mainbhidilli.com/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://napm-india.org/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://vikalpsangam.org/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://ecologise.in/sapacc/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://www.fridaysforfutureindia.com/local-chapters
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://foeasiapacific.org/2021/10/11/welcome-friends-of-the-earth-india/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=welcome-friends-of-the-earth-india
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://www.sumnet.in/
http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/
https://www.upagri.net/survey
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Brief summary of activities during 2019-20 

The main act iv i t ies undertaken and publ icat ions during the year 2019-20
were:

Consumed By Demand

The rai l -based rapid
urban transport
system, popular ly
known as Metro,  has
captured the
imaginat ion of
planners and
pol i t ic ians al ike.

Despite the fact  that
operat ional  metro
projects  are showing
massive def ic i t  from
projected r idership
est imates and the
claimed environmental
benef i ts  are nowhere
close to being real ized,
metro projects  are
already being pushed
for another 30 c i t ies.
 

In this  context ,  a  study t i t led “Consumed by Demand” was undertaken to
evoke an interest  in examining upcoming metro projects .  I t  is  expected
that  the experiences presented and the knowledge shared wi l l  help the
community associat ions,  media and c i t izen groups in understanding the
fut i l i ty  with respect  to the ut i l i ty  of  metro projects .
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Momentum Jharkhand: Unrestricted Plunder of Resources by the
Corporate

This  day- long publ ic  meeting was organised on March 18,  2019 where
various issues surrounding the communit ies in Jharkhand,  peoples ’  r ights ,
natural  resources,  smart  c i t ies and self -  re l iant  c i t ies were discussed.

Gendered Cultures and Climate Justice: Rethinking Smart Cities and
Infrastructure Corridors in India

This  conference was joint ly  hosted by People ’s  Resource Centre,  University
of  East  Angel ia ,  UK,  Savitr ibai  Phule Pune University ,  with UNESCO C2C For
World Natural  Heritage Management and Training in Asia Pacif ic  Region,
India during July  26-28,  2019.  

Var ious themes explored during the conference were Knowledge Pol i t ics  of
SMART,  of  Diversi ty ,  of  Nature,  of  F inancing Infrastructure,  of  Gender
Just ice and Cl imate Just ice,  and intervening in the Urban Knowledge
Pol i t ics .  Through this  programme, we aimed to understand which strategies
can help ident i fy  which knowledge and whose knowledge might provide
better  outcomes? How to dismantle the prevai l ing knowledge hierarchies,
create c iv ic  act ion spaces to engage,  and come out with alternat ive,
informing urban planning and governance? 
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We discussed col laborat ive strategies to rebui ld,  engage — through
research,  training,  pol icy ,  and act ion.  By br inging together a diverse group
into a meaning-making process,  we hope to bui ld better  understanding,
empathy,  and last ing connect ions/col laborat ions.

Beyond Corporate Driven Industrial Agriculture to Climate Resilient
Agroecology: For a Hunger-Free, Suicide-Free, Poison-Free Republic

This  publ ic  meeting was co-organised by Navdanya,  Environment Support
Group,  Centre for  F inancial  Accountabi l i ty ,  Focus on the Global  South,
Delhi  Sol idar i ty  Group in col laborat ion with the Coal i t ion for  Environmental
Just ice in India (CEJ I )  on 6th September 2019 at  Const i tut ion Club,  New
Delhi .  
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Conclusion 

During the year 2019-20,  this  project  of  CACIM has deepened i ts  research-
oriented work on subjects  ranging from urban agriculture and urban
transport  to nat ional  waterways and nat ional  infrastructure corr idors.  We
explored the complex nature of  issues which involve an intersect ion of
dispossessions and gentr i f icat ion,  environmental  contaminat ion and
ecological  destruct ion,  commodif icat ion of  the commons and privat izat ion
of publ ic  spaces,  gendered access to resources and l ivel ihoods,  and so on.



People's Resource Centre aims to build a new
infrastructure of solidarity with the valuable
fragments of learning derived from collective
actions everywhere and the possible
alternatives imagined by all people. The
initiative seeks to explore the possibility of
bringing the resources back into the people's
powerful control, and to understand whether
and how that can eradicate the most persistent
problems such as hunger, homelessness,
ambient pollution and the social injustices
based on caste, gender & religion. PRC engages
with movement groups and communities in the
places with the ongoing or potential struggle
over resources, and regularly undertakes policy
monitoring, research & documentation, and
grassroots networking to generate resources
for collective resistance & collective action.

Contact Us

House No-7,  Street-6,  Block-A,  Himgir i  Enclave,  
Pepsi  Road,  Main Burari  Road,  Delhi ,  110084.
Emai l :  prc. india@yahoo.com  |  Website:  prc india. in


